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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2013

HOUSE BILL 854
PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE H854-PCS70402-TD-22

Short Title:  Broadband/USF Study. (Public)

Sponsors:

Referred to:

April 15, 2013

A BILL TO BEENTITLED
AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION TO STUDY
ISSUES RELATING TO BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE IN RURAL
COMMUNITIES AND CHANGES IN THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND USE AND
REPORTING.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. The Legislative Research Commission is authorized to study
broadband infrastructure in rural communities. As part of the study, the Commission shall
study the following issues:

1) Changes in the Federal Universal Service High-Cost program as a result of

the National Broadband Plan.

@) The total amount of universal service support payments distributed to the
telecommunications providers in the State by the Universal Service
Administrative Company from the USF for services provided in this State
and the individual disbursements for the High-Cost, Lifeline, rural health
care (Healthcare Connect Fund), and schools and libraries (E-Rate funding)
support mechanisms.

3) The manner in which the USF payments are used to provide universal
service to the provider's customers in this State, including a summary of
payments used for each of the support mechanisms.

SECTION 2. The Legislative Research Commission may make an interim report to
the 2013 General Assembly when it reconvenes in 2014 and shall make its final report to the
2015 General Assembly when it convenes.

SECTION 3. This act is effective when it becomes law.
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